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A year ago, and not under the most pleasant
of circumstances, Jake Chesney stepped in as
the coach of the Sheridan Blackhawks and
assembled a football squad that won eight
games, lost only three and captured the
school’s fourth straight sectional
championship and 23rd overall.

Graduation losses from the 2025 season
created a few holes to fill in 2026, especially
on the defensive side of the football, but
Coach Chesney is heading into his second
season in charge feeling upbeat, fueled by
some key returning players and positive
summer workouts.

“Over the summer we made a lot of positive
strides,” said the coach who graduated from
Dear Old SHS and played collegiately at Trine
University. “Our focus for the summer was
maintaining the culture we had developed the
year before. We graduated a great senior
class. Those guys held each other
accountable. They were disciplined and now
it’s just a matter of replacing the leaders we
lost with the next group of upperclassmen
and maintaining that same culture. And
they’ve answered the call So, it was a good
summer … A very good summer.”

Coach Chesney noted the players are picking
up his system more rapidly than this time a
year ago. Consistency does that he pointed
out.

“We (coaches) are seeing the carry-over of
using the same offensive system, the same
language and a lot of the same
responsibilities that the kids are picking
things up faster,” he noted.

One area - besides the defense - that took a
huge hit from graduation was the Hawks’
running game that amassed 2,907 yards. Alex
Craven’s graduation loss leaves 1,065 yards to
replace.

FOOTBALL Chuck Godby

Senior Hayden Alexander is more than
capable of filling those shoes after rambling
for 950 yards last season and averaging an
amazing more than 10 yards per carry.

Alexander will have a couple of seasoned
veterans to run behind in Rylan Garner (6-
foot, 277 pounds) and John Crowder (6-6,
229), who will anchor an offensive line that
has a bundle of competition going on for
starting spots. Coach mentioned sophomore
move-in

Brandon Adler (6-0, 228) as a probable two-
way player, while junior Cayden Martin (5-10,
243) and freshman Brody McKinney (6-1, 255)
are among the contenders for starting spots
on the O-line. Coach Chesney will have
players with tremendous size in the trenches
and the key to success in how fast they gel as
a unit.

A year ago, Chance Spencer was quarterback
Brock Hagan’s favorite target, catching a
team-high 15 passes. But Spencer has moved
on and hoping to step up is senior Landon
Moffitt, whose 6-foot-3 frame makes him a
viable target, and he was the team’s second
leading receiver with nine grabs.

The 6-1, 180-pound Hagan will direct the
offense after a junior campaign in which he
completed 39-of-84 passes for 496 yards.
Coach Chesney has been impressed with the
improvement his senior signal caller has made
in the offseason and says fans will see a more
spread-out offense in 2026 because of
Hagan’s ability.

“Brock has picked up where he left off the
end of last year,” his coach said. “We threw a
lot of new stuff at him last season, making the
right reads and decisions. In our last summer
scrimmage was 9-for-9 in making the right
reads. Having more faith in him and his
abilities is going to open the playbook up for
us even more.



“The way things are going right now I think
we’re going to look a little different,” he
noted. “I think we’ll have more of a true
spread look. We’ve got more athletes that we
want to take advantage of.

“Last year we had a few good receivers, but
we had that three-headed monster in the
backfield with those three running backs, but
now two of them are gone,” the coach
continued. “We’ve got more athleticism,
length and good speed we want to take
advantage of, spread the field and move the
ball quickly down the field.”

Stopping the opposition and matching last
year’s average of allowing the opposition just
18.8 points a game will take some work and
keep defensive coordinator Don Chesney, the
head coach’s father, on his toes.

Gone from a year ago are Cravens, the
leading tackler with a total of 91 tackles and
assists, Jaden Dunbar (87), Jonathan Barnes
(74), and Jake Hall (70).

A lot of the new-look defense will feature the
play of free safety Brody Heck, who had 73
total tackles and intercepted a team-high five
passes.

“We’ve got a lot of shoes to fill on defense,”
Coach Chesney admitted.

With Heck, Hagan and Moffit back the
secondary looks intact. Senior Braxton
Schwerdtfeger (44 tackles) returns, along
with Alexander (66), who doubled at
linebacker.

Sophomore Waylyn Grinstead (31 tackles) and
senior Cesar Cuautle are among those players
figuring to make a difference on the defensive
side of the football.

FOOTBALL Cont. Chuck Godby

Jake Chesney, Head Coach

KEYS TO SUCCESS: “It’s going to take a lot of
discipline,” Coach Chesney stressed. “I put a
lot of faith in the offense, trusting them to
make the right reads. I don’t want to put a lot
of eggs in one basket. That’s Hayden
Alexander. He’s certainly going to touch the
ball a lot, but we still want to spread the ball,
complete passes. If we do that, we’ll be
successful. If we don’t, the offense is going to
struggle. And the offensive line has got to
move. They’ve got to have quick feet and be
mobile.”

The Blackhawks, ranked 8th in Class A’s pre-
season poll, will kick off the new season at
home on Friday, Aug. 21, when they host
Maconaquah. Sheridan’s original opener was
to be against Greenwood Christian, but its
football program was shut down due to a lack
of participants.

The local gridders will travel to Crawfordsville
this Friday, Aug. 14, to scrimmage against the
Athenians.



A season ago they were very young, untested
and most likely overlooked by much of their
opposition. So, what Sheridan’s Volleyball
Blackhawks accomplished was almost
shocking.

“We surprised a lot of teams,” head coach
Melissa Jump admitted. “I think a lot of teams
thought we weren’t going to be very good.
The girls worked hard, played for each other
and got it done.”

What they got done was the most successful
volleyball season in school history. The local
ladies won 19 matches, lost just 11 and stunned
the field by winning the rugged Lapel
Sectional. It was SHS’s first-ever volleyball
sectional crown.

Now, beginning her ninth season at the helm,
Coach Jump anticipates her Blackhawks
moving up the ladder of success.

She lost three senior players from last season,
but the returning roster is loaded with talent
and experience, and those players have put in
the necessary work during the offseason.

“We had open gym throughout the summer
and most of the girls, if not all of them have
been in working out a majority of time,” she
pointed out.

Beth Adams is the lone senior on the roster
and a returning veteran.

The current junior class of players performed
admirably as sophomores, and they are
expected to raise the bar in 2026-27. Back for
the Blackhawks are Amiyah Doss, Izzy Grau,
Adria Jump (the coach’s daughter), Lainey
Mendenhall and Lilli Thompson.

Mendenhall will be closely watched this
season as the junior recently signed on to
play Division 1 collegiate volleyball at
Southern Illinois University Carbondale.

VOLLEYBALL
Kelsie Hagan and Abby Shirar are
sophomores on the roster. Hagan was a
varsity regular performer last season as a
freshman.

Unlike a season ago, Coach Jump expects the
local ladies to be on opposing team’s radars
in this one.

“I think there are teams that are probably
going to come after us because Lainey has
committed, and we pretty much have the
same group of girls who want to be in the
same

spot we were in at the end of last season.
They want to do that again,” Coach Jump
stressed.

THE KEY TO SUCCESS: “I think it’s having the
same mentality to have fun but approach it
like a job and treat it like it’s something we
need to get done. We didn’t have any drama
last season and the girls played for each
other,” concluded the coach whose steady
hand and patience has built a respectable
program that’s on the rise at Dear Old SHS.

The Blackhawks are scheduled to open a new
campaign competing in the Hoosier Heartland
Conference Tournament at Clinton Prairie
High School on Saturday, Aug. 15. They will do
a tune-up beforehand when they scrimmage
at University on Thursday, Aug.13.

SHS will travel to Crawfordsville on Monday,
Aug. 17 before playing at home for the first
time in front of what should be a large,
adoring crowd when Clinton Central visits on
Tuesday, Aug.18.

Melissa Jump, Head Coach

Chuck Godby



Mak Sutherland is a senior returning from an
injury whom the coach says could provide an
important veteran presence.

Other seniors are defenders Bailey Whitaker,
Jada Trietsch and Isabel Buxton. Another
senior, Shay Rose, is a valuable commodity,
according to her coach, because of her ability
to play multiple positions.

Junior forward Avery Hills is one of the area’s
top attacking players after scoring 28 goals
and adding 10 assists a season ago.

“She will be the focal point of our offense,”
the coach noted.

A couple of sophomores also figure
prominently in the team’s quest to improve on
last season’s 12-4-1 season record.

“Savanna Kirlin (central midfielder) is a
creative player who can control the tempo
and connect the attack,” the coach pointed
out, and added, “Molly Potter
(defender/midfielder) is an athletic player
capable of strengthening both the defense
and midfield.”

THE KEYS TO SUCCESS: “Defense. Defense
wins championships,” Coach Prange
emphasized. “We also have to replace the
leadership and experience lost from
graduation and develop consistency early
with a challenging non-conference schedule
before league play begins.”

The Hawks will test their mettle when they
host Anderson in a pre-season scrimmage on
Thursday, Aug. 13. They open regular season
play at Lebanon on Monday, Aug. 17, then play
their home opener against Northwestern on
Wednesday, Aug. 19.

Sheridan High’s girls’ soccer coach Brian
Prange has been around the block, building
successful soccer programs at various schools
in Central Indiana, including a stint at
Noblesville that would lead to multiple state
championships for his successor. So, it’s easy
to see why runner-up sectional finishes simply
won’t do here.

Entering his seventh season leading the SHS
program, Coach Prange is confident his 2026-
27 Blackhawks have all the tools to contend
for postseason success.

“We graduated several experienced seniors,
but we return a talented core of players who
should keep us in the hunt for another
conference title and a deep run in the Class 1A
Sectional,” said the coach who started both
the boys’ and girls’ soccer programs at SHS. In
2023 Coach Prange was selected as the
Indiana Small School Girls’ Soccer Coach of
the Year, which subsequently led to him being
named Region Coach of the Year for the
Central Region.

The local ladies have won four consecutive
Hoosier Heartland Conference championships
and have finished runner-up in back-to-back
sectionals.

“Besides a veteran senior class, we’ve got
experienced sophomores and juniors with
plenty of varsity minutes,” Coach Prange
pointed out. “We’ve got strong attacking
options and good midfield depth.”

Best of all, Coach pointed out a team culture
that expects to compete for championships.

Sadie Timme and Abby Dallas headline the
Blackhawks’ talented senior class.

Timme, a defender, is a two-time ISCA All-
District selection and leader of the back line,
the coach pointed out.

“Abby Dallas (midfielder/forward) is a
versatile veteran who can score goals and
create chances,” Coach Prange noted.

GIRLS SOCCER

Brian Prange, Head Coach

Chuck Godby
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Night vs.
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